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INTRODUCTION 

EMPower (The Developer) is seeking planning permission to construct and operate a commercially 

viable wind farm project on lands at Dyrick, Ballynaguilkee Upper, Broemountain, Corradoon, Dyrick, 

Lickoran, Lickoranmountain, Lisleagh, Lisleaghmountain, Lyrattin and Scartmountain. The project is 

located 43km west of Waterford City, 55km northeast of Cork City, and 12.9km northwest of 

Dungarvan in Co. Waterford, hereafter referred to as the project. 

 

EMPower: 

EMPower is an Irish renewable energy developer with over 800 Mega Watts in development in 

Europe, the UK and Africa. Our senior management team comprises five Irish professionals with a 

combined 95 years' experience delivering projects from conception to operation across five 

continents. EMPower’s headquarters is in Dublin. 

EMPower is owned by GGE Ireland Limited, Wind Power Invest A/S and EMP Holdings Limited. 

EMPower commenced project development in Ireland in 2018 following the government’s 

announcement of the Renewable Energy Support Scheme (RESS) and Ireland’s revised electricity 

target of 70% renewables (revised to 80% in 2022) by 2030. 

Our vision is to provide low carbon, ecologically non-invasive, affordable energy to facilitate Ireland’s 

expanding economy and sustainable energy targets. 

All details in this Dyrick Hill Community Engagement Report are intended to provide information on 

the process of community engagement employed on the Dyrick Hill Wind Farm project. Please refer 

to the main volumes of the Dyrick Hill Project Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for 

more detailed project information. At all times, the Dyrick Hill Project EIAR is to be referred to as the 

overriding document for planning or project information purposes. 

 

The Applicant: 

Dyrick Hill Wind Farm Limited is the applicant for the proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm project. 

The Proposed Project: 

A full description of the proposed development for the purposes of the planning application, and the 

additional elements that form part of the overall project assessed as part of the project’s EIA, are 

contained in Project Description Chapter of the Dyrick Hill Project EIAR. 

 

The Project refers to the development works within the Planning Redline Boundary but also 

includes lands along the proposed Turbine Delivery Route and Grid Connection Route corridor as well 
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as associated haulage of any other construction materials which derive from outside the Planning 

Redline Boundary. 

The Main Project Study Area: 

Refers to the area depicted within the red hatched outlined in figure 1 denoted Indicative Study Area. 

The Project Study Areas: 

Refers to different areas within or over which the Dyrick Hill Wind Farm project surveys are undertaken 

for the grid route and turbine delivery route. These are specifically defined within each technical 

chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report. 

The Proposed Project’s Immediate Consultation Zone: 

Refers to a 2-kilometer radius from the Main Project Study Area. The Eircode’s and residence within 

this area are deemed the proposed project’s closest neighbors. See figure 2 for illustration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1
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Figure 2 

 

The Planning Consultant: 

Jennings O’Donovan are the planning consultant compiling the Dyrick Hill project’s planning 

application on behalf of EMPower. Based in Co. Sligo, Jennings O’Donovan are one of the longest 

established and most reputable multi-disciplinary engineering consultancies in Ireland. JOD have been 

an established presence in the Renewable Energy Wind Farm Sector since 1998. To date, the company 

has a portfolio of project involvement extending to over 2,040 MW of power in Ireland and Northern 

Ireland and is a recognised market leader in the area of Wind Energy development. 

Community Liaison Officer 

Michael O’Connor is the appointed Community Liaison Officer for the proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm 

project. Michael holds a B Eng. in Civil and Structural Engineering and a HDip in Business Management. 

Michael has been working with EMPower since 2021 as the project manager and community contact 

for the proposed Dyrick Hill project. Michael has over 10 years’ experience in onshore windfarm 

development, construction and operations and has led the community consultation process previously 
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on similar renewable projects. Contact information for Michael and the proposed Dyrick Hill project 

have been made available to any interested stakeholders from the beginning of the project’s public 

consultation process. 

 

The Dyrick Hill project’s consultation approach 

In the past, wind farm developers may have initiated a project’s community consultation process 

shortly before submission of a planning application, when the key design decisions have already been 

made. EMPower seek to involve local communities much earlier in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment and project design process, to facilitate constructive dialogue at a time when it can have 

a meaningful impact on the final project design. 

EMPower has consulted with the local community from the beginning of the detailed design and 

environmental assessment phases of the proposed Dyrick Hill project to ensure that views and 

comments of members of the local community and interested stakeholders were considered as part 

of the project’s design and the Environmental Impact Assessment process. EMPower believe that 

working as closely as possible with all stakeholders interested in our project proposals, especially the 

local communities in which we propose our projects, makes good sense for us as a commercial 

company, for our project neighbours, and for the ongoing global climate change objectives facing us 

all. 

EMPower believes that community engagement should be undertaken in an appropriate and 

respectful manner with the communities in the environs of any proposed development, at all stages 

of the project lifecycle from Development, Construction through to Operations. 

As a wind energy development company, interested stakeholders and communities will engage in 

conversations about our projects whether we are involved in those conversations or not. 

By not being involved in our project conversation, we: 

 

➢ lose the opportunity for improvement obtained from other people’s views. 

➢ lose the opportunity that open conversations can foster to deliver projects that benefit both 

local communities and the developer. 

➢ lose the ability to correct misunderstandings about project details. 

 

 

As with all EMPower projects the Dyrick Hill project’s community consultation approach initially 

focusses on the near neighbors and dwellings within the proposed project’s immediate consultation 

zone of 2 kilometers, figure 2. This consultation area represents the closest communities, proximity-
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wise to the proposed project’s Main Study Area and will therefore be more susceptible to any 

potential effects caused by the proposed project. 

We continue the focus on the proposed project’s immediate consultation zone throughout the 

project’s messaging and communications by ensuring project messaging is always communicated to 

this area first. 

Our community consultation approach also recognises the need to ensure interested stakeholders 

further away from the proposed project are also informed as the design iterations are worked 

through and the details of the proposed project evolve. This is achieved by project website updates 

and live interactive public webinars. Our project webinars are advertised beforehand in local 

newspapers, via project newsletters and on the project website. We also hold public information 

evenings, when public health guidelines permit, which again are advertised in local newspapers, the 

project’s website, and newsletters. 

Our engagement process is designed to not just be an information giving exercise but also ensures 

that both community members local to our proposed project location, and interested stakeholders 

further away, are given the opportunity to be part of the project’s design conversation and can input 

on project design details as they evolve towards a final design proposal. 

 

In relation to national guidance on community engagement and consultation for wind energy 

developments, the Wind Energy Development Guidelines (Department of Environment, Heritage, and 

Local Government, 2006) state that: 

“While it is not a mandatory requirement, it is strongly recommended that developers of a wind 

energy project should engage in active consultation and dialogue with the local community at an 

early stage in the planning process, ideally prior to submitting a planning application.” 

 

This was further addressed in the Preferred Draft Approach to Wind Energy Development in Ireland 

(June 2017) which stated the following with respect to planning applications for wind farms: 

 

“Planning applications must contain a Community Report prepared by the applicant which will 

specify how the final proposal reflects community consultation. The Community Report must also 

outline steps taken to ensure that the proposed development will be of enduring economic benefit 

to the communities concerned.” 
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The Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines (Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 

2019) state that “meaningful community consultation also helps developers: 

➢ to refine the design approach to a project reflecting a broadly based community 

perspective 

➢ to explain the potential benefits of a project more clearly to communities 

➢ to establish relationships with the community, as well as empowering communities to 

interact with and benefit more fully from projects.” 

 

EMPower is committed to meaningful, transparent consultation, which facilitates more informed and 

active engagement with our proposed projects. This Community Report details EMPower’s 

engagement and liaison with the community local to the Dyrick Hill area of Co. Waterford and to the 

proposed Dyrick Hill project’s Study Area. 

 

DYRICK HILL WIND FARM PROJECT’S CONSULTATION SUMMARY 

 

Stage 1 Community Consultation – Proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm 

➢ First Project Information Newsletter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 

Eircodes) 

➢ First Project Community Letter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 Eircodes) 

➢ Dedicated Project Website Goes Live 

➢ Presentation of the proposed project to local landowners, followed by interactive discussion. 

 

EMPower started community consultation for the proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm project in 

December of 2021. The objective for Stage 1 of the proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm consultation was 

to introduce EMPower as a company and the general project location on which detailed design was 

commencing in order to ascertain if a renewable energy project was feasible. It also aimed to 

generate awareness of the proposed project and begin a conversation with the communities closest 

to the proposed project’s location at a time when the detailed project design work and study was 

commencing. The material also detailed a project timeline, the next steps for the project and the 

overall Environmental Impact Assessment Report compilation process which is undertaken for a 

project such as this. Contact information for the project design team was also shared. 
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The first project information newsletter (Appendix 1a) was distributed on the 12-12-2021 to the 117 

Eircodes within the proposed project’s immediate consultation zone. 

A community letter was also included with this first project newsletter (Appendix 1b). The community 

letter introduced EMPower as a company and the proposed project. 

 

A project specific website was also published at this time. The project specific website hosted project 

information, EMPower company information and project contact details. Once the newsletter and 

community letter were delivered to the project’s immediate consultation zone, all community 

material was posted on the project website for the wider public to view. 

 

Following the distribution of the first Dyrick Hill project information newsletters and community 

letters a conversation on what the proposed project could develop into was fostered within the local 

community. Members of the project design team facilitated many questions, queries and comments 

following this initial community consultation stage. Some of the main conversations centered around 

the below topics: 

 

➢ Who are EMPower? 

➢ How was this location chosen as a potential renewable energy site? 

➢ What project scale and number of turbines are possible for this project? 

➢ What is the community benefit fund and how does it work? 

➢ How do EMPower intend to involve the local community at all stages? 

➢ What impacts are possible on local flora and fauna? 

➢ What is the Environmental Impact Assessment process? 

➢ What impacts are possible for residents of the local community? 

➢ What potential noise and traffic effects are predicted from the construction phase? 

➢ Will there be effects from noise and shadow flicker on local residents? 

➢ How and where will this project be connected to the electricity grid? 

 

The conversations which followed informed Stage 2 of our community consultation process and 

highlighted areas which we should focus on for our next newsletter and interactive webinar. 
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Stage 2 Community Consultation – Proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm 

➢ Second Project Information Newsletter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 

Eircodes) 

➢ Second Project Community Letter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 Eircodes) 

➢ First Project Design Online Webinar – All interested Stakeholders 

 

The second project newsletter (Appendix 2a) was distributed to 117 Eircode’s within the proposed 

project’s immediate consultation zone in the third week of March 2022. 

This second project newsletter discussed many of the discussion points raised following Stage 1 of 

the Community Consultation process. Information on EMPower as a company, the aims of the project 

community consultation underway, project timelines and the potential benefit a Project Community 

Fund could provide in conjunction  if this project was granted a consent were outlined. The project’s 

location and predicted timeline were illustrated. Also, some information on why this area was 

deemed suitable for a renewable energy project along with aspects of the environmental studies and 

assessments being carried out were detailed. The overall Design Process was also outlined. Contact 

information was again included and notification of the 1st project Webinar scheduled for  07.04.2022 

was given. 

Information discussed in the project’s second newsletter included: 

 

➢ Why this area was chosen as a potential wind energy development project? 

➢ The project design process 

➢ The proposed project details 

➢ A description of some of the project assessments and studies underway 

➢ Community benefit 

➢ Project Timelines 

➢ Details of, and how to attend, the 1st project Webinar scheduled for 07.04.2022 

 

A community letter was also included with this second project newsletter (Appendix 2b). The main 

aim of the community letter in this Stage 2 process was to highlight the interactive project design 

webinar on the 07-04-2022 at 7pm where project particulars could be discussed and conversed on in 

an interactive forum with all interested Stakeholders. The time and date for this webinar was also 

advertised on the project’s website and in the 01-04-2022 edition of the Dungarvan Observer 
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(Appendix 2c) to generate awareness of the project outside of the project’s immediate consultation 

zone. 

 

The first Dyrick Hill Wind Farm Project Design Webinar (Appendix 2d) was facilitated on 07-04-2022. 

The webinar lasted approximately 1.5 hours. There was significant interest and discussion in the 

project with the questions and answers session running over the webinar’s allocated 1 hour. After 

the event a link to the webinar recording, as well as a transcript of all the questions and answers 

discussed during the webinar (Appendix 2c) was posted on the project website 

www.dyrickhillwindfarm.ie. 

 

On this first Dyrick Hill project webinar, design team members described EMPower as a company and 

also gave a detailed description of the process EMPower employed to select the Dyrick Hill Study 

Area as a potential renewable wind energy project. Ireland’s Energy targets were discussed as well 

as the proposed project’s location and Study Area. The webinar also described the process being 

initiated for the Environmental Impact Assessment analysis and detailed study work beginning for 

the proposed project. Aspects of the Community Benefit Fund and near neighbor scheme that a 

project such as this could potentially facilitate were also talked though and discussed along with 

project predicted timelines proposed projects location set out above and project contact details. The 

potential grid connection options and turbine delivery options were discussed. Details on future 

project community engagement stages were outlined along with the next steps for the project. 

Conversation points during and in the weeks after the first project webinar included the below: 

 

➢ Who are EMPower and what other projects do Empower have in Ireland and abroad? 

➢ Where, potentially, would any generated electricity be transmitted and how would it be  

connected from the project to the connection point? 

➢ What scale and number of turbines are possible for this project? 

➢ What is the expected project lifespan? 

➢ Can project mapping be displayed in a clearer manner? 

➢ Why do we need renewable energy? 

➢ Community benefit fund structure and the RESS structure in general 

➢ What studies are being carried out on local wildlife including birds such as the Hen Harrier? 

➢ What transport route is being proposed? 

➢ Will traffic be increased in the area during the survey period and potential construction  

phase? 

➢ How will potential noise from wind turbines be assessed? 

http://www.dyrickhillwindfarm.ie/
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Stage 3 Community Consultation – Proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm 

➢ Third Project Information Newsletter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 

Eircodes) 

➢ Third Project Community Letter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 Eircodes) 

➢ Second Project Design Online Webinar – All interested Stakeholders 

➢ First In-person Project Consultation Event – All interested Stakeholders 

 

The proposed project’s third newsletter (Appendix 3a) was distributed to 117 Eircodes surrounding 

the Study Area on the weekend of 16-07-2022. A community letter was also included with the third 

project newsletter (Appendix 3b). This third project newsletter detailed aspects of the project at this 

the Design Iteration One stage, providing updated information on the design process, the project 

timelines and the potential of the associated Community Benefit Fund for the proposed project. Also, 

some of the main areas of interest raised by stakeholders following the community consultation 

carried out to date were included. Information discussed in the project’s third newsletter included: 

➢ The Community Engagement process undertaken to date 

➢ The design process EMPower undertake for a renewable energy project 

➢ Why onshore wind is relevant. 

➢ Frequently asked questions addressing the concerns of local communities regarding wind 

farm developments. 

➢ Proposed project schedule 

➢ A3 map of the project’s Design Iteration One 

➢ Community Benefit 

➢ Project Team contact information 

➢ Project details regarding proposed grid connection routes and turbine delivery routes 

➢ Detail on topical Environmental Impact Assessment project studies such as Noise and 

Vibration, Biodiversity, Hydrology and Hydrogeology, Population and Human Health and 

Land soils and Geology 

The third Dyrick Hill project newsletter invited all interested stakeholders to join the second 

interactive project design webinar on the evening of 21-07-2022, at 7pm where project design 

elements could be discussed and conversed on. The time and date for this webinar was also 
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advertised on the project’s website and in the 15-07-2022 edition of the Dungarvan Observer 

(Appendix 3c) to generate awareness of the project outside of the project’s immediate consultation 

zone. 

The second Dyrick Hill Wind Farm Project Public Webinar (Appendix 3d) was facilitated on 21-07- 

2022. The webinar lasted approximately 1.5 hours. There was again significant interest and 

discussion in the project during the questions and answers session. After the event a link to the 

webinar recording was posted to the project website www.dyrickhillwindfarm.ie. 
 

On this second Dyrick Hill project webinar, design team members described EMPower as a company 

and the important role renewable energy can play in Ireland’s energy system. The process EMPower 

employed to select the Dyrick Hill Study Area as a potential renewable wind energy project was again 

touched on. This webinar also illustrated the current project proposal as it reached Design Iteration 

One. Project particulars such as the Main Study Area, turbine delivery routes and grid connection 

routes were focused on as well as the topical aspects of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

process underway. Aspects of the potential Community Benefit Fund and near neighbor scheme the 

project could facilitate were also talked through and discussed along with project predicted timelines, 

project next steps and project contact details. 

Conversation points during and in the weeks after the second project webinar included the below: 

 

➢ What will the visual effects of the potential project be? 

➢ Community benefit fund. 

➢ Potential Turbine Delivery Route. 

➢ Potential damage to roads in the area. 

➢ Are there plans for further development in the area by EMPower? 

➢ Potential Grid connection options. 

➢ Potential effects on watercourses and fish in the locality. 

➢ What impacts are possible for peat habitats and waterbodies? 

➢ Will the bat species in the area be affected? 

➢ What impacts are possible for nearby European designated sites? 

➢ The overall planning application process. 

 

Along with sharing the Design Iteration One details, one of the third project newsletter’s main aims 

http://www.dyrickhillwindfarm.ie/
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was to highlighted a Project Consultation Event scheduled for the Dungarvan Park Hotel on 11-08-

2022 where interested stakeholders could drop in anytime between 4.00pm and 8.00pm to discuss 

the proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm project with members of the project design team and view the 

most up to date project information in person. This project information evening was also advertised 

in the 05-08-2022 edition of the Dungarvan Observer (Appendix 3e) in order to generate further 

awareness of the project outside of the project’s immediate consultation zone.  

The project information evening (appendix 3f) was attended by approximately 50 to 60 people who 

arrived at various stages throughout the evening. 6 members of the Empower team along with 2 

members of the Jennings O Donovan planning consultants’ team were available to discuss the 

project’s design process and any queries or conversation points relevant to the overall project 

proposal.  

Some of the main topics discussed during the evening were: 

➢ Landscape and visual elements of the project.  

➢ The grid connect point for the project.  

➢ Renewable energy in Ireland and internationally. 

➢ Irish planning process and a renewable project’s path to a planning consent. 

➢ The Environmental Impact Assessment Process. 

➢ Potential wind turbine noise and the noise assessments the project will undertake. 

➢ Community Benefit associated with the project. 

➢ Traffic and component transport associated with the project. 

➢ Property prices. 

During discussion with some local stakeholders over the course of the information evening the 

turbine delivery route being selected was raising concerns. Some stakeholders felt that the selected 

route was taking the delivery route via local houses and along local roads and the potential disruption 

this may cause for local residents along a 2.2km section of local road in the Ballynaguikee Lower and 

Ballynaguikee Upper areas could be excessive. EMPower had carried out extensive assessment to 

date and a feasible route was available. However, EMPower committed to carry out further 

assessment on alternative solutions. It was through this discussion with interested stakeholders and 

local residents that the project’s current delivery route was arrived at which utilizes a junction 

straight off the R671. This avoids the need to traverse the 2.2km section of concern outlined above.  
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Stage 4 Community Consultation – Proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm 

➢ Fourth Project Information Newsletter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 

Eircodes) 

➢ Fourth Project Community Letter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 Eircodes) 

➢ Second In-person Project Consultation Event – All interested Stakeholders 

 

The proposed project’s fourth newsletter (Appendix 4a) was distributed to 117 Eircodes surrounding 

the project’s Study Area on the weekend of 03-12-2022. A project community letter was also included 

with this fourth project newsletter (Appendix 4b). 

The fourth Dyrick Hill Wind Farm project newsletter detailed the proposed Dyrick Hill project 

information as it progressed through Design Iteration Two and Three stages. All elements of the 

project proposal were listed and the reasons why the Dyrick Hill area is suitable for wind energy were 

again discussed. Five photomontages illustrating what the project will look like if constructed were 

illustrated along with the overall landscape and visual assessment process. 

The project design process for the proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm was reiterated along with project 

timelines and the potential of the associated Community Benefit Fund for the proposed project at this 

design stage. Project team contact details were again listed. 

The fourth Dyrick Hill project newsletter and associated community letter also invited interested 

stakeholders to attend the second in-person Project Design Consultation Event on 07-12-2022 at the 

Sliabh gCua Community Centre, Touraneena between 4.00pm and 8.00pm where project design 

particulars could be discussed and conversed on with members of the project design team. 

This Project Design Consultation Event was also advertised on the dedicated project website and in 

the 02-12-2022 edition of the Dungarvan Observer (Appendix 4c) in order to generate further 

awareness of the project outside of the project’s immediate consultation zone. 

The purpose of this second in-person project design consultation evening (Appendix 4d) was to 

discuss the current project proposal as it progressed to Design Iteration Stage Three. Project 

particulars such as the Main Study Area and project elements, turbine delivery and grid connection 

routes were discussed as well as the overall Environmental Impact Assessment process. Aspects of 

the potential Community Benefit Fund and near neighbour scheme the project could facilitate were 

also talked though and discussed along with project predicted timelines and project next steps. 

 

The project consultation evening was attended by approximately 65 to 75 people who arrived at 

various stages throughout the evening. 7 members of the Empower team were available to discuss the 
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project’s design process and any queries or conversation points relevant to the overall project 

proposal. Approx. 50 newsletters were left at the Community center and the local post office after the 

event for anyone who was unable to make it. 

Conversation points during and in the weeks after the second in-person design consultation event 

included the below: 

➢ Landscape and Visual project elements. 

➢ Community benefit fund. 

➢ Proposed Turbine Delivery Route. 

➢ Traffic Management. 

➢ Future plans for EMPower in the area. 

➢ Proposed Grid connection route. 

➢ Hydrology and Hydrogeology findings. 

➢ Habitat assessments 

➢ The planning process 

 

The discussion points and conversations raised during this stage 4 community consultation were used 

to inform future project messaging and the overall community consultation process. 

 

 

Stage 5 Community Consultation – Proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm 

➢ Fifth Project Information Newsletter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 

Eircodes) 

➢ Fifth Project Community Letter distributed to Immediate consultation zone (117 Eircodes) 

➢ Stamped Addressed Envelope and Opinion Survey Letter was distributed to the  

Immediate consultation zone (117 Eircodes) 

➢ Dedicated Online Virtual Exhibition Room Goes Live – All interested Stakeholders 

➢ Third In-person Project Consultation Event – All interested Stakeholders 

 

The proposed project’s fifth newsletter (Appendix 5a) was distributed to 117 Eircodes surrounding the 

project’s Study Area on the weekend of the 11-02-2023. A community letter (Appendix 5b) and a 

stamped addressed envelope and opinion survey letter (Appendix 5c) were also included with this fifth 

project newsletter. During Stage 4 of our community consultation process it was noted that not all 

interested Stakeholders in the immediate consultation zone are comfortable using computers. 
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Therefore, we included a stamped address envelope for residents who may wish to record their views 

via post rather than online.  

 

The fifth Dyrick Hill Wind Farm project newsletter detailed the proposed Dyrick Hill project information 

at this, the Final Design stage. All elements of the project proposal were listed along with maps 

detailing the final proposed wind farm layout, grid connection access and turbine component delivery 

routes. The final results of the Environmental Impact Assessment Surveys undertaken for the proposed 

project such as Population and Human Health, Archaeology, Ornithology, Sound and Shadow Flicker 

were also illustrated. Four photomontages illustrating what the project would look like if constructed 

were discussed along with the planning process for the proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm and how 

members of the public can make observations and comments on the final submitted project proposal. 

 

The Dyrick Hill project timelines and the potential of the associated Community Benefit Fund for the 

proposed project at this final design stage were also listed along with highlighting project contact 

details. The main aim of this fifth project Newsletter was to highlight the fact that the project proposal 

was now preparing to submit the planning application to An Bord Pleanála for assessment. 

 

This fifth newsletter also communicated that the project’s Online Virtual Exhibition Room (Appendix 

5d) was now live and that it can be accessed from the home page of the project website www.dyrick 

hillwindfarm.ie. This project engagement feature allows interested stakeholders to access and view 

detailed project information presented by members of the project design team. The online exhibition 

contains interactive information videos and layout maps on topics such as: 

➢ The project team and project contact details. 

➢ The project location and general project overview. 

➢ Wind energy and community benefits. 

➢ Proposed project delivery and Grid route. 

➢ Landscape and visual mapping. 

➢ Design Iteration Stages. 

➢ Landscape and Visuals. 

➢ Interactive 360° Google Map style viewer showing how the project will look if built out from 

30 separate viewpoints surrounding the project’s Study Area. 
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➢ Environmental Impact Assessment information relative to the proposed Dyrick Hill Wind Farm 

project. 

➢ Frequently asked questions on the proposed Dyrick Hill project. 

➢ Transport and delivery routes and maps with added functionality. 

➢ All distributed project newsletters. 

 

The fifth Dyrick Hill project newsletter and associated community letter also invited interested 

stakeholders to attend the third in-person Project Design Consultation Event on 01-03-2023 at the 

Sliabh gCua Community Centre, Touraneena between 4.00pm and 8.00pm where project particulars 

could be discussed and conversed on with members of the project design team. 

This design consultation evening was advertised on the project newsletter, the dedicated project 

website and in the 17-02-2023 edition of the Dungarvan Observer (Appendix 5e) to generate further 

awareness of the project outside of the project’s immediate consultation zone. Posters (Appendix 5f) 

were also erected in the shop at Beary’s Cross, the local Creamery, the Touraneena Community Centre 

and the Touraneena Post Office on 21-02-2023. Emails were sent to all stakeholders  who had 

contacted the project previously by email, informing them of the Consultation Evening on  23-02-2023. 

Hi M……………. 

I hope you are keeping well. 

As you have contacted our Dyrick Hill project website previously I just wanted to let you know that 

the project team are facilitating the third Dyrick Hill project in-person information evening in the 

Sliabh gCua Community Centre, Touraneena on the 01/03/2023 between 4.00pm and 8.00pm. If it 

suits, you can drop in anytime between 4.00pm and 8.00pm to discuss the proposed Dyrick Hill wind 

farm project with members of the design team and view the most up to date project information. 

Thank you for your continued interest in this proposed project. 

Kind Regards 

Michael O’Connor 

Dyrick Hill Wind Farm Design Team 

Address:             EMPower, 2 Dublin Landings, North Wall Quay, North Dock, Dublin 1 

Email:                  dyrickhill@emp.group or info@emp.group 

Phone:                01 588 0178 

Website:             www.dyrickhillwindfarm.ie 

The third in-person Project Design Consultation Event was also advertised on the Touraneena 

Community Centre social media platforms in the weeks prior to the event (Appendix 5g). 

mailto:dyrickhill@emp.group
mailto:info@emp.group
http://www.dyrickhillwindfarm.ie/
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The project consultation evening (Appendix 5h) was attended by approximately 55 to 65 people who 

arrived at various stages throughout the evening. 5 members of the Empower team were available 

to discuss the project’s design process and any queries or conversation points relevant to the overall 

project proposal. 

Conversation points during and in the weeks after the third in-person design consultation event 

included the below: 

➢ Turbine working windspeeds and windspeeds of the area. 

➢ Grid connection route. 

➢ Landscape and Visual project elements. 

➢ Ornithology, specifically starlings and buzzards. 

➢ Proximity of turbines to houses and noise implications. 

➢ Planning application process. 

➢ Schedule for the project. 

➢ Community Benefit. 

➢ Other developments in the general area. 

➢ House prices. 

➢ How EMPower select their project areas. 

➢ The Waterford County Development Plan. 
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Appendix 1a – 12/12/2021 Project Information 
Newsletter 
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Appendix 1b – 12/12/2021 Community Letter 
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Appendix 2a – March 2022 Project Information 
Newsletter 
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Appendix 2c – 01/04/2022 Project Webinar 
Dungarvan Observer Advertisement 
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Appendix 2d - 07/04/2022 Design Webinar 
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Appendix 3c – 12/07/2022 Project Design Webinar 
Dungarvan Observer Advertisement 
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Appendix 3e – 05/08/2022 Project Information 
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Appendix 5a – 11/02/2023 Project Information 
Newsletter 
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Appendix 5c – 11/02/2023 Opinion Survey 
Letter 

 

 



Dyrick Hill Wind Farm, Co. Waterford 

 

 

Appendix 5d – 24/01/2023 Online Virtual 
Exhibition Room 
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Appendix 5e – 17/02/2023 Project Information 
Event Dungarvan Observer Advertisement 
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Appendix 5h – 21/02/2023 Online Local Social 

Media Advertisement for Open Evening 
                           


